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THE LOWDOWN
FROM UP ON THE HILL

Altegra Health’s bi-weekly newsletter highlighting 
healthcare public policy news in exchanges, 
Medicare/Medicaid, quality, IT and more

 EXCHANGES
CMS announces insurance exchange 
enrollment
On November 30, CMS announced that over 2.1 million have 
selected plans using the HealthCare.gov platform since Open 
Enrollment began on November 1, including over 500,000 
new consumers and 1.6 million consumers renewing their 
coverage. The report includes state-by-state enrollment 
statistics.

READ MORE…

House asks appeals court to pause 
cost-sharing subsidy lawsuit
On November 21, the House of Representatives asked the 
Federal Court of Appeals for the DC Circuit to temporarily 
pause the House lawsuit challenging the legality of the 
ACA cost-sharing subsidies. This would allow the Trump 
administration time to decide whether it will continue 
the appeal begun by the Obama administration as it is 
considering an ACA replacement. 

READ MORE…

Trump announces CEO panel
On December 2, President-elect Trump announced he is 
forming an advisory panel of the nation’s top CEOs to help 
steer policy decisions in his administration. The president-
elect said he would begin meeting with 16 top CEOs 
representing a wide array of multi-national entertainment, 
technology and financial firms in February to discuss 
economic policies to create jobs and boost growth. 
Blackstone CEO Steve Schwarzman will head up the strategic 
and policy forums.

READ MORE…

Trump nominates Tom Price to be HHS 
Secretary
On November 29, President-elect Trump announced that 
he will nominate Dr. Tom Price, an orthopedic surgeon, to 
lead HHS. Dr. Price, who currently serves as a member of 
the House of Representatives, has visited Altegra Health’s 
Alpharetta office. Dr. Price has been an outspoken opponent 
of the ACA has also been supportive of Medicare and 
Medicaid reforms supported by Republicans.

READ MORE…

 MEDICARE/MEDICAID
CMS releases quality measures under 
consideration
On November 22, CMS announced 97 quality measures that 
are under consideration for Medicare quality and value-
based purchasing programs. CMS is accepting feedback on 
these measures.

READ MORE…

CMS announces Medicaid enrollment
On November 30, CMS announced over 73 million were 
enrolled in Medicaid and CHIP through September 2016. The 
report includes state-by-state enrollment statistics.

READ MORE…

Revised 21st century cures bill 
released
On November 26, House and Senate leaders released a 
revised version of their 21st Century Cures legislation, which 
would accelerate the discovery, development, and delivery of 
new cures and treatments and provide new funding for the 
NIH and FDA. Of note, the bill would loosen the process by 
which healthcare technologies, including apps, are regulated 
by FDA if they encourage healthier lifestyles. Other measures 
address MA STAR ratings, the MA risk model, and mental 
health. The bill was approved by the House on November 30 
and is expected to be approved by the Senate and signed 
into law by President Obama.

READ MORE…

Trump nominates Seema Verma to 
lead CMS
On November 29, President-elect Trump announced that he 
will nominate Seema Verma to lead CMS. Verma’s consulting 
firm worked closely with VP-elect Pence to design Indiana’s 
ACA Medicaid expansion when he served as Governor. The 
expansion, known as the Healthy Indiana Plan or HIP 2.0, 
requires those covered to make a small monthly payment to 
access health insurance.

READ MORE…
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